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VIEW FROM THE OPPOSITE SIDE OF WADI HAMRA
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MULTI-STOREY COMPLEX IN KIRYAT HABAD, MOUNT CANAAN, SAFED

Architects, M. Amario, E. Majus
1978

The area consists of a steep-sloping range (80-200%) at the mouth of Wadi Hamra to
the right of the planned entry road to Safed from the Rosh Pina junction. A crescent-
shaped quarry which is an eyesore on the landscape occupies a sizsable part of the
area.

It seemed that the building in the quarry itself would answer two problems: 1. It would
make possible the building of a large housing project whose developmental costs
would be rlatively three times less than those accepted for the nearby housing projects.
2. It would fill the quarry and thus improve the landscape.

Given that the location of the projectis not visually connected either to historic Safed or
tc the city around the citadel, the decisions concerning the dimensions of the buildings

were free of considerations regarding possible damage to the existing
texture of Safed. Moreover, the housing project of the complexis a unifying elementin
the landscape, between the rows of apartment houses built on the eastern extension of
the mountain and those built in Wadi Hamra. During the first stage, a multi-storey
complex comprising 109 living units was built. The building represents a
neighborhood in itself. At the central level there is a “bridge-storey” containing open
areas designed to serve as ‘succoth’ as well as for offices and public bureaux. This

storey is directly connected to the upper ledge of the quarry enabling short and direct

channelling of the population and the children, to the public facilities planned in the

upper part of the project. The lower ground floor of the building contains parking and a

Kindertarten and, at its extension, a creche and clinic will be included. Special attention

was devoted to facing the apartments towards the landscape while the back side of the

building is essentialy windowless and it contains mainly shafts and toilets.
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THE LOW RISE BUILDING VIEWED FROM THE SHOPPING ARCADE
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1. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL-BOYS 2. ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL-GIRLS 3. VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL AND
GIRLS SEMINARY 4. BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS
5. SYNAGOGUE AND COMMUNITY CENTER
6. BRIDGE 7. HIGH-RISE BUILDING 8. LOW BUILDING
9. YESHIVA 10. VOCATIONAL  YESHIVA  PLUS
BOARDING SCHOOL 11.EXISTING DWELLINGS
12. EXISTING INSTITUE 13. DAY CARE AND CENTER
FOR BABIES AND NURSING MOTHERS.
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